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quarter will it be most effective. Also what rate of speed can be
attained without interfering with the precision of fire with this
weapon. When we have discussed in order every factor of the
offence, then a consideration of the defensive qualities is in
order. On what bearing does her armor, or protection of coal,
or bulkhead arrangement best cover her vitals, this important
steam-pipe or outboard connection, or that ammunition-
supply? And so on through every question entering into the
fighting of the ship. Out of this all, by drawing comparisons
between advantages, and disadvantages comes a settlement
upon three things: 1st. Some presentation of the ship, which
shall be the strongest to offer to the enemy for offence and
defence. 2d. Some rate of speed, which shall serve your weapons
best. 3d. Some one range for your guns at which the greatest...
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