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Southern Illinois University Press. Hardback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Abraham and Mary Lincoln,
Kenneth J. Winkle, For decades Abraham and Mary LincolnAEs marriage has been characterized as discordant
and tumultuous. In Abraham and Mary Lincoln, author Kenneth J. Winkle goes beyond the common image of
the couple, illustrating that although the waters of the Lincoln household were far from calm, the Lincolns were
above all a house united. Calling upon their own words and the reminiscences of family members and
acquaintances, Winkle traces the Lincolns from their starkly contrasting childhoods, through their courtship
and rise to power, to their years in the White House during the Civil War, ultimately revealing a dynamic love
story set against the backdrop of the greatest peril the nation has ever seen. When the awkward but ambitious
Lincoln landed Mary Todd, people were surprised by their seeming incompatibility. Lincoln, lacking in formal
education and social graces, came from the world of hardscrabble farmers on the American frontier. Mary, by
contrast, received years of schooling and came from an established, wealthy, slave-owning family. Yet despite
the social gulf between them, these two formidable personalities forged a bond that proved unshakable during
the years to come. Mary provided Lincoln with the perfect partner in ambitionuone with connections, political
instincts, and polish. For Mary, Lincoln was her odiamond in the rough,o a man whose ungainly appearance
and background belied a political acumen to match her own. While each played their role in the marriage
perfectlyu Lincoln doggedly pursuing success and Mary hosting lavish political soirUesutheir partnership was
not without contention. Maryuonce described as othe wildcat of her ageoufrequently expressed frustration with
the limitations placed on her by Victorian social strictures, exhibiting behavior that sometimes led to public
friction between the couple. AbrahamAEs work would at times keep...
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