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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from One Union One Constitution One Destiny Such, Mr.
Chairman, is a fair presentation of the condition of our country one short year ago. But how changed the
scene! In the place of peace, prosperity, and happiness, we find ourselves engaged in civil strife; the hostile
tread of armed men is heard on every side; the nation is convulsed from centre to circumference with great
and warlike preparations; the clash of arms is heard throughout the land, and blood is made to flow on a
hundred battle-fields, and our national existence is threatened with overthrow. It is a fearful question. Who and
what has caused this sudden and unexpected change? Where were our wise men and prudent legislators, that
whatever causes of discontent existed might not have been removed? Upon the Administration of James
Buchanan and the Thirty-Sixth Congress rests the fearful responsibility of permitting the present fearful state of
things to exist; and in all time to come the closing days of his Administration, and the action of that Congress,
will be regarded as the darkest period in American history. Mr. Chairman, I belong to that class of men who
believe that it is far better to settle all questions of national di iculty by an appeal to reason and to the ballot-
box rather than by the arbitrament of arms; and I am sincere in the reflection that, considering the boasted
civilization of the American people, the present civil war must be regarded in all time to come as a scandal and
disgrace to the age in which we live, and the authors of it, when the passions of the present hour shall have
subsided, in...
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